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�� rom time to time I hear people 
refer to my trust in Christ as 

“blind faith.” Do you suppose that’s 
meant as a compliment? Or is this 
description more of an insult, sug-
gesting that faith, by its very nature, 
stumbles along in the dark so desper-
ate to believe in something that it is 
willing to believe in anything? Is that 
an apt description of Christian faith?  
 
The Bible says, “Faith is being sure 
of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). 
“Do not see…” that does sound like 
blindness, doesn’t it? It does, but 
notice that those words do not refer 
to “faith;” they refer to our natural 
eyes. Faith isn’t blind; it sees just 
fine. In fact faith has 20/20 spiritual 
vision. 
 
Take for example the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. That 
event took place nearly 2000 years 
ago. I was not there to see it for my-
self, yet I believe it happened just the 
same. Is my faith mere wishful think-
ing or a blind leap into the dark? Not 
at all! My faith is based and built on 
the promises of God and their fulfill-
ment. In 1 Corinthians 15 the Apos-
tle Paul says , “For what I received I 
passed on to you as of first impor-
tance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scrip-
tures...” (vv. 3,4). Two times Paul 
says, “according to the Scriptures” 
because it is there in the Bible that 
God promised to send us a Savior 
who would not only die to pay our 

sin’s wages, but would rise from the 
dead to assure us that our enormous 
sin-debt has been canceled.  
 
Jesus’ death is a fact, one proven by 
his burial. That part of God’s prom-
ise was fulfilled on the Friday we 
now call “Good.” But what about the 
other half of the promise – Christ’s 
resurrection? How important is that? 
So important that St. Paul says, “If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile; you are still in your sins”  
(1 Corinthians 15:17). A dead Savior 
is no savior at all. But Christ is not 
dead! He rose on Easter Sunday! 
He’s alive!  
 
How can faith be sure? Because it 
has the testimony of the Scriptures, 
testimony confirmed by hundreds of 
eye witnesses – hundreds! St. Paul 
says, “[Jesus] appeared to Peter, 
and then to the Twelve. After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred 
of the brothers at the same time, most 
of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles,  
and last of all he appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born” (1 
Corinthians 15:5-8). 
 
You see, faith is not blind. It sees 
what Peter and the others saw. It sees 
an empty tomb; it sees a living Lord. 
It sees, yet not always as clearly as I 
would like. Sometimes my faith is 
plagued with doubt. But when it is, 
faith recalls a fellow doubter, one 
named Thomas who would not be-
lieve in a risen Jesus, not till he saw 
with his own eyes the nail marks in 

Christ’s hand, not till he touched 
with his own hand the scar on 
Christ’s side. Then it happened! Je-
sus came with a word of peace: “Put 
your finger here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side. Stop doubting and be-
lieve” (John 20:27).  
 
Thomas saw and touched, not just for 
himself, for us too, for all who want 
“proof.” Thomas believed and con-
fessed, “My Lord and my God!” This 
Christ-worked conviction of a one-
time skeptic now drives our doubts 
away. Faith fills the void and through 
its eyes we too see the risen Savior; 
we too confess, “My Lord and my 
God!”  
 
No, there’s nothing blind about faith. 
We were not there to see the Risen 
Redeemer – not with our natural 
eyes, but we see him and his forgive-
ness with the best eyes of all – the 
eyes of faith which do not grow dim 
with age, but are made brighter and 
brighter by Christ’s own promise: 
“…blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed” (John 
17:20).  

Blind faith? By Pastor Joel Zank 
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��s the resurrection of Jesus 
among the prophesies in the Old 

Testament? In 1 Corinthians 15, 
Paul said it was, so it must be, but 
where? 
   
I have always been fascinated with 
how the Old Testament and the 
New Testament mesh together as 
one historical account of the plan of 
salvation through Jesus in the 
prophesies of the Old Testament 
and the fulfillment of those prophe-
sies in the New Testament. John 
the Baptist is prophesied in Isaiah 
43:10-11 and fulfilled in Matthew 
3: 3. God declares that the king he 
will install on Zion is “His Son,” in 
Psalm 2:7, and he identifies him in 
Matthew 17:5 “…This is my 
Son…” The virgin birth is pro-
claimed in Isaiah 7:14 and fulfilled 
in Luke 2:27-34. 
 
Jesus’ triumphant entry on Palm 
Sunday is part of Zechariah 9 and 
fulfilled in Luke 19. And, of 
course, Jesus’ suffering and death 
is described in Isaiah 53 and ful-
filled in Luke 23. 
 
There are many examples. Some of 
the references are so subtle it’s hard 
to see them at first glance. That is 
the pleasure and joy of reading the 
Scripture over and over. There is 
always more insight to be gained, 
more knowledge to obtain. Most 
important of all, the Holy Spirit 
will be giving me a stronger faith 
each time.  
  
So, where do we look for evidence 
of Jesus’ resurrection in the Old 
Testament? Isaiah 9:6 names Jesus, 
the Messiah, as “Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace.” His very 
name tells us that he wouldn’t re-
main in the grave. Also Psalm 
16:10 states “nor will you let your 

Holy One see decay.” This of 
course tells us that he would not 
remain in the grave where His body 
would obviously decay.  

 
Psalm 22:18-21 is the Messiah 
praying for deliverance from the 
wild beasts, the lion and the horns 
of the wild oxen, or the devil. 
Verse 22 breaks out with songs as 
the prayer is answered. The as-
sumption can be made that the res-
urrection took place. This is a sub-
tle reference. Isaiah 53 is a little 
more distinct. Verse 10 states that, 
” though the Lord makes his life a 
guilt offering, he will see his off-
spring and prolong his days,” and 
verse 11 says, “After the suffering 
of his soul, he will see the light of 
life.”  
 
In the New Testament, of course, 
there are many references that the 
resurrection will happen before it 
does. Jesus pointed the Jews to Jo-
nah of the Old Testament, who was 
in the fish’s belly for three days.  In 
Matthew 11:4 and chapter 12:40 he 
explains that it means that he him-
self will be buried in the earth for 
three days. 
 
In John 10:12-18 Jesus talks about 
laying down his life and having 
power to raise it up again. Then in 
John 11:25 he raises Lazarus to 
prove it.  Matthew 16:21 is just one 
of the many places where Jesus 
instructed his disciples that he 
would rise on the third day. 
  

Best of all for me is that I too will 
have a resurrection. In John 14:1-3, 
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house 
are many rooms, …I am going 
there to prepare a place for you…”  
And in verse 4, “I will come back 
and take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am.” That 
promise is for me, and you, too. 
Knowing God is faithful, I will 
wait for the Lord’s coming so he 
can take me home.  
 
I am satisfied that the Resurrection 
is in the Old Testament based on 
these passages. I know he re-
deemed me a lost and condemned 
sinner and opened heaven for me. I 
have a new life in Christ that al-
lows me the ability to say “no” to 
sin. It is my way of saying “thank 
you” for his amazing grace.  

By Joyce Loeck Jesus’ resurrection in prophecy 

Best of all for me is 
that I too, 
will have a 

resurrection. 
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Will we rise from the dead? 

��  believe in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
Those familiar words from the 
Apostles’ Creed reflect my belief. I 
believe that I will go to heaven 
when I die because of what Jesus 
has done. When God looks at me, 
he sees Jesus’ perfect life, not my 
sinful one. After he was raised 
from the dead, Jesus said, 
“Because I live , you also will 
live” (John 14:19). Because Jesus 
was raised, I will be too. Why do I 
believe this? Do I have any proof?  
 
That Jesus lived is not disputed. 
There is enough written testimony 
to the fact that a man named Jesus 

walked the earth 2000 years ago. 
There are accounts of his burial; 
confirmation that he really had 
died. There are eyewitnesses to his 
resurrection; first to the women 
who followed him, his closest 
friends, and finally, 500 at one 
time. Interestingly, Jesus is even 
mentioned by the Jewish (non-
Christian) historian Josephus. Most 
of these 500 witnesses were still 
living between 50-70 A.D. There 
are more early copies and frag-
ments of copies of the New Testa-
ment than of The Odyssey and the 
letter of Julius Caesar. It seems 
there is enough to authenticate the 
Bible.  

“But someone may ask, ‘How are 
the dead raised? With what kind of 
body will they come?’ How fool-
ish! What you sow does not come 

to life unless it dies. When you 
sow, you do not plant the body that 
will be, but just a seed, perhaps of 
wheat or of something else. But 
God gives it a body as He has de-
termined…” 
“So will it be with the resurrection 
of the dead. The body that is sown 
is perishable, it is raised imperish-
able; it is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weak-
ness, it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body”  
(1Corinthians 15: 35-38a, 42-44). 
 
If the Bible is true, then this is 
true: I WILL be resurrected. 
Through Jesus, God made a way 
for us to live again for all eternity 
– with perfect bodies that never 
die.  
 
What else is there to say but to re-
joice as Paul did, “Thanks be to 
God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ”  
(1 Corinthians 15:57). 

What makes a great pre-
kindergarten program? At Mount 
Olive, our number one goal is to 
nurture God’s lambs as follow-
ers of our Savior, Jesus. We also 
believe that the best education 
involves a parent-teacher part-
nership. 
 
Our curriculum includes learning 
through play, simple Bible les-
sons, music, lots of arts and 
crafts, science, math, fun and 
field trips – all designed to get 
your child ready for kindergar-

ten. Children learn about getting 
along together, sharing and re-
specting others’ feelings. They’ll 
begin to develop a sense of time, 
work on increasing their atten-
tion span and start the process of 
communicating effectively.  
 
You may choose from two ses-
sions: Monday/Wednesday 
mornings or Tuesday/Thursday 
mornings from 8:15-10:45 a.m. 
Children must be four years old 
by September 1, 2008 to enroll 
in the 2008-2009 program. 

To find out more, stop by or call 
our office, 739-9194. 

Looking for a Pre-Kindergarten program? 

By Kathy Kolell 
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Please join us for 

Easter 
Breakfast 

 
Easter breakfast  

will be served from  
7:30-10:30 a.m. 

 
Pancakes 

Scrambled Eggs 
Sausage Links 

Coffee, milk, juice 

Easter Week Services 
Palm Sunday, 

March 16 
8 & 10:30 a.m. 
Special music! 

 
Maundy Thursday, 

March 20 
Worship with 
Lord’s Supper. 

10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
 

Good Friday, 
March 21 
Tenebrae- 

Service of Darkness 
7 p.m. 

Easter Sunday,  
March 23 

Festival Service 
6:30, 8:30 & 
10:30 a.m. 


