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Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light 
(Matthew 11:28-30). 
 
Since 1882 the citizens and work-
ers of the United States have been 
celebrating Labor Day. Labor Day 
celebrates the “strength and spirit 
of trade and labor organizations.” 
We give thanks for the opportunity 
to work and earn a living to pro-
vide for our families. We take op-
portunity to rest and relax as the 
summer comes to an end while 
school begins and work continues. 
Labor Day celebrations include 
family gatherings, food, fun, fire-
works and even parades. 
 
It’s nice to rest, isn’t it? And not 
just on Labor Day. We can’t wait 
to end work every day. We can’t 
wait for the weekend. Our bodies 
and minds crave sleep and rest. But 
it’s not just our bodies and minds 
that need rest. Our souls need rest 
too. 
 
We all need rest because of sin. 
Work was never supposed to be 
hard. Only after Adam and Eve 
sinned in the Garden of Eden 
(Genesis 3) did work become hard. 
God told Adam that because of his 
sin the ground would be cursed. 
Only through painful toil would it 
produce food for his family. We 

often seek work that we’ll enjoy. 
Though we may enjoy it, work will 
always drain our energy and create 
a need for rest. 
 
Our souls work just as hard against 
sin. First, we fight temptation daily 
and constantly. The devil, the 
world and our own sinful flesh 
never give up. They insistently 
want us to please ourselves, to do 
whatever necessary to get ahead, to 
criticize others, to forget God and 
ignore his word as well as many 
other sins too numerous to count. 
It’s hard work fighting temptation. 
 
And we often fail. More times than 
we know and more times than we 
care to confess, we sin. Then our 
soul battles guilt. The devil tries to 
convince us that God could never 
love us. The world doesn’t think 
God’s love is worth having. Our 
sinful natures whisper that we 
don’t deserve God’s love. And we 
believe them. We carry around our 
guilt like a heavy ball and chain. 
 
On top of that, many of us believe 
that we have to work hard to earn 
forgiveness or salvation. We think 
that we can earn God’s love if we 
just follow his rules well enough. 
We hope that we can buy a ticket 
into heaven with enough good 
deeds. Never knowing if we’ve 
done enough, our soul craves rest. 
 
Then we meet Jesus. He offers an 
invitation. He invites us to come to 
him, especially when we our weary 

and burdened. Especially when our 
souls need rest. He promises to 
give us the very rest we need. He 
promises to take the load off of our 
souls in exchange for a light and 
easy load. 
 
How can Jesus give us the rest we 
crave? Because he has done all the 
work. Jesus resisted every tempta-
tion he faced. He never gave in. He 
lived a perfect life. Now Jesus of-
fers us his righteous life, an easy 
load to carry. And in exchange he 
took our heavy load upon himself. 
Jesus took our sin upon his shoul-
ders and suffered our punishment. 
He died on the cross. 
 
Because Jesus has done all the 
work, he can give us rest. He offers 
forgiveness for sins. He offers his 
righteousness. He offers eternal 
salvation. All for free. 
 
This Labor Day, as you rest your 
body and mind from work or 
school, rest your soul as well. Take 
Jesus up on his invitation. Go to 
him and his word. Receive his for-
giveness and salvation. And not 
just on Labor Day, but every day 
until you find eternal rest in 
heaven.  

Meet Jesus - for Rest By Pastor Ben Berger 
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This article will share the personal 
story of a woman who recently 
joined Mount Olive. She explains 
how she came into contact with the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (WELS) and why she enjoys 
Mount Olive. 
 
Growing up, my immediate fam-
ily was Lutheran - ELCA, and my 
extended family was Methodist, 
Catholic, Lutheran-Missouri 
Synod, and Baptist. I attended 
many of these churches through-
out the course of each year. I mar-
ried into the Lutheran - Wiscon-
sin Synod (WELS) faith. I did not 
join the WELS faith immediately 
after our marriage, though, be-
cause of the strict things I had 
heard about the WELS churches. 
Instead, I continued to attend 
various churches looking for that 
“right fit” where I felt like I be-
longed and where the teachings 
matched my personal beliefs.   
 
When my oldest son was nearing 
school age, we began touring 
public, private, and parochial 
schools. To my surprise, the 
schools that stood out most to us 

were the WELS schools. We 
found the WELS schools to be 
family-focused and child-centered 
with excellent academics.   
 
I began attending a WELS 
church. A few months later, I 
started taking classes to join the 
WELS faith. Through the classes, 
I learned how closely the WELS 
faith matched my own personal 
beliefs. I was pleased to learn 
how the negative things I had 
heard about the WELS faith were 
largely exaggerated and misun-
derstood. The pastors’ explana-
tions made sense. 
 
In 2009, my family joined the 
Mount Olive church family. We 
came to Mount Olive seeking the 
benefits a larger school could of-
fer our children. The school has 
proven to be large enough to offer 
a wide variety of experiences but 
small enough for the students to 
all know one another. At Mount 
Olive, our children have enjoyed 
the students and teachers, the 
SMART boards and computers in 
each classroom, and the selection 
of extra-curricular offerings – 

both athletic and academic. My 
husband and I have enjoyed 
watching our children be excited 
about school, the open communi-
cation with teachers, and the 
online grade reporting. 
 
For me, personally, Mount Olive 
was a great church to join. I have 
met wonderful people. I was com-
fortable enough to join my first 
Bible study group (the Mom’s 
Bible study group - that has 
proven to be a fun, supportive, 
learning experience each week). 
Mount Olive's various church 
times fit within my family’s crazy 
schedule. The pastors are very 
approachable. There are many 
ways in which I can get involved 
if I choose, but congregation size 
is also large enough that I don’t 
feel the pressure of having to be 
“the super woman and mom” that 
has to volunteer for it all. Most 
importantly, though, after many 
years of searching for that “right 
fit,” I feel like I have finally 
found a church to call home. 
 
Laura 
Mount Olive Member since 2009 

Meet a Mount Olive Member 

Preschool Power Hour 
Mount Olive’s Preschool Power Hour connects parents and children (ages 18mos - 4 years) to Christ, Chris-
tians and one another through spiritual, intellectual, physical, creative and social activities. 
 
Power for Parenting. Parents or other adult caregivers are invited to stay for an extra 30 minutes of Bible 
Study. At no additional cost we’ll offer spiritual nuggets that will recharge your soul and equip you for an-
other week. And we’ll provide free childcare while you study. 10-10:30am following each Power Hour. 
 
Schedule Includes: Bible Story, Music, Educational Games, Creative Art, and Social Interaction 
Fridays 9-10am; October 15, 22, 29 and November 5, 12, 19 
 
Registration fee = $20 per child. Deadline is September 19 - capacity of 20 children 
Call our office at (920) 739-9194 for a brochure or registration information. 
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Meet a Mount Olive Pastor by Joyce Loeck 

Pastor Robert Raasch 
 
Little Robert Raasch, growing up 
in Omaha, Nebraska in his early 
years, hurried to finish his break-
fast. He was going to spend the 
day on his uncle’s farm. He loved 
helping with the chores, chasing 
the chickens and riding on the trac-
tor. If anyone had asked him what 
he wanted to be when he grew up, 
he would say, “I want to be a 
farmer.” 
 
When Robert was six years old, his 
family moved to Rochester, Min-
nesota. His father, an active church 
member, knew the value of a 
Christian education for his chil-
dren; he enthusiastically worked 
with the congregation to start a 
school. It opened with thirteen stu-
dents, four of which were his sons.  
Robert attended that first year, be-
ing in fifth grade at the time. 
 
Loving the outdoors, Robert en-
joyed hunting pheasant and fishing 
with his brothers, often accompa-
nied by the family’s Springer 
Spaniel. As a hobby, Robert began 
to raise vegetables in his own gar-
den. Not only did he provide fresh 
vegetables for his family, but with 
an entrepreneurial spirit, he also 

went door to door around the 
neighborhood selling his extra pro-
duce. 
 
The family moved back to Ne-
braska when Robert was seven-
teen. Besides his parents, the per-
son who most influenced his life 
was his grandmother. She was a 
retired Christian Day School 
teacher who urged young Robert to 
become a pastor. She helped him 
understand the gifts God had given 
him. 
 
As the years passed and he was 
ready for college, Robert decided 
that even though he still loved 
hunting and fishing, he wanted to 
do something that would have an 
eternal impact on people’s lives.  
As he listened to his pastors over 
the years, he began to say to him-
self, “I can do that.” As he pon-
dered the gifts God had given him 
for the ministry, he finally decided, 
“If not me, then who?” 
 
 

 
 
In 1986, Robert graduated from 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  
His first call was to Houghton, 
Michigan. His ministry there had 
three main components: visiting 

people door to door to find those 
interested in starting a congrega-
tion, serving the students at Michi-
gan Tech University, and reaching 
out to the international population 
in the area. 
 
Pastor Raasch and his wife have 
two daughters, both in college. He 
still enjoys hunting and fishing and 
goes whenever he can. An avid 
Packer fan, he visits training camp 
every year and follows the draft 
with much interest. He also enjoys 
playing volleyball in the school 
gym on Sunday afternoon. 
 
What are his thoughts about Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church? He says, 
“Our congregation serves a lot of 
people in a lot of ways. We offer a 
progressive approach to ministry, 
built on the solid foundation of 
God’s Word. Through the Gospel, 
we give people what they really 
need - and deep down, what they 
really want - and that’s peace with 
God and a purpose to life. I think 
that Mount Olive has been blessed 
with a fine Christian school for our 
children, as well as a strong cur-
riculum of spiritual growth for our 
adults. I am excited about what the 
Holy Spirit is doing in and through 
the Mount Olive family.” 
 
Pastor Raasch is a warm, caring 
person who makes one feel com-
fortable in his presence. He is an 
asset to our church. 
 
 

Then I heard the voice 
of the LORD saying, 
“Whom shall I send? 

And who will go for us?” 
 

And I said, “Here am I, 
send me!” (Isaiah 6:8) 
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Large Group  
Bible Studies 

 
 

Sundays: 9:15-10:15am 
(Begins September 12th) 
 

¨ Sunday School for ages 3 
through grade six 

 

¨ Junior Youth and Teen Bible 
studies 

 

¨ Christian Citizenship 
 

¨ The Book of Colossians 
 
Wednesdays: 9:30-10:30am 
The Book of Romans 
(Begins September 8th) 

New Life in Christ 
 

Learn the basic teachings of 
the Bible. Who is God? What 
did he do for you? What does 
he expect of you? 
 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm 

Begins September 15th 

Bible Study for all Ages!  
Small Group  
Bible Studies 

 
For Men 
Thursdays, 6:30-7:30am 
(Begins September 9th) 
 
For Women 
Tuesdays, 8:15-9:30am 
(Begins September 14th) 
 
Mixed 
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30am 
(Begins September 9th) 
 
 
Please call the church office at 
920-739-9194 for locations or 
for more information. 
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