
 
 

How Valuable is the Kingdom of Heaven?  
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(Matthew 13:44-46) 44The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 

field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and 

sold all he had and bought that field.  
45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he 

had and bought it.” 

 

1. When you see an advertisement that makes an astounding claim, how 

likely are you to believe it? Why are some people skeptical? Which Bible 

teachings are most challenging for you to believe? Some people are very 

trusting by nature. Others are skeptical of every claim that something is 

the best because they’ve been burned by false promises before. Many 

people find it hard to believe the Bible about hell, Jesus is true God, 

Jesus is the only way to heaven, and that Jesus is the most important 

thing in the world. 

 

2. Lots of passages, especially,1 Cor. 4:20 “The kingdom of God is not a 

matter of talk but of power,” make it clear that the kingdom of 

God/heaven refers to God’s ACTIVITY, what he does through the 

gospel. What are some things God does through the good news of Jesus? 

With the gospel God forgives our sins. He calls us to faith. Strengthens 

our faith. Comforts us in times of trouble. Gives us a reason to praise. 

Assures us of our home in heaven.   

 

3. For further study: Look at the other parables Jesus tells in Matt. 13. 

What else can you learn about the kingdom of heaven?   

Parable of the sower: the kingdom works like a seed. If it doesn’t flourish 

it is not because the seed was bad, but the ground was bad. Parable of the 

weeds: The Lord will come and judge in the kingdom, so humans don’t 

need to worry if it looks messy now. Parable of the Mustard seed: a little 

word of God can produce huge results. The parable of the yeast: The 

word works secretly, silently, slowly, but inevitably. 

4. What does Jesus teach about the kingdom in Matt. 13:44-46? It is the 

most valuable thing anyone could own. It is worth giving up everything 

for it. It is a JOY to give up everything for it (cf. v. 44). 

 

5. Make a list of things people consider the most valuable. Which one(s) 

would be hardest for you to give up in exchange for the kingdom? 

Family, success at work, friendships. recreation, financial security, the 

respect of other people, sports, career goals. 

 

6. Imagine Jesus asks to examine your calendar/day planner, your 

checkbook, your priorities, the things you think to encourage yourself, or 

a list of your greatest worries. Which would you be scariest to let him 

see? Which would best indicate that you value the kingdom of heaven 

most? Which would indicate that your priorities are messed up? Answers 

will vary, but of course Jesus sees all of those things. He sees that we 

don’t often act like the kingdom of heaven is a treasure or a pearl. 

 

7. “I do believe. Help me overcome my unbelief.”(Mk. 9:49) Read Rom. 

10:17, Eph. 3:16, Isa. 55:10-11. How does God answer our prayer? God 

creates and strengthens faith through his word, specifically his words 

about Jesus. WHAT GOD DOES THROUGH THE WORDS ABOUT 

JESUS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND IT IS A TREASURE.  

 

8. What is the good news the God’s word says about Jesus? (The sermon 

used Mt 10:28; Mt 5:48; Rev 21:4; 1 Pet 1:18; Rom 5:8.) Hell is 

incomprehensibly horrible. I deserve to go there. Heaven is 

unfathomably wonderful. A staggeringly high price was paid to keep me 

out of hell and get me into heaven. God knows all about me and still 

loves me. The good news is that Jesus lived, died, and rose to save me. 

 

9. What are some ways your outward life would look observably 

different if you perfectly prioritized the good news of Jesus as the most 

valuable thing in the world? Answers will vary. It certainly includes 

personal devotional time in which you remember your sinfulness and 

God’s forgiveness. It includes public worship and family devotions. 

 

10 What are some ways your inner life (motivation, self-talk, outlook on 

life) would look imperceptibly different if you perfectly prioritized the 

good news of Jesus as the most valuable thing in the world? Answers 

will vary. It certainly includes trusting in Jesus more than trusting in 

ourselves. It includes optimism about our eternal future and realism 

about our work on this earth. We’re not in heaven yet, but someday! 
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